
Richard Patrick Groth
January 28, 1965 - July 31, 2015

Richard (Rick) Patrick Groth of Winter Park, Florida died unexpectedly in his
home on July 31, 2015. He was 50 years old. The beloved son of Robert
Edwin Groth and Dr. Suzanne Groth Foglesong, he was born on January 28,
1965 in Orlando. 

 The grandson of a WWII test pilot and the son of a fighter pilot who served
during the Korean War, Rick was born with wings. He began his career as a
young freight pilot, flying from night to dawn delivering paper checks
throughout the state. His career took off when he became the owner and
Chief Pilot for Air Orlando Charter. After selling Air Orlando he joined JC
Aviation in Sanford, FL, where he continued until his untimely death. 

 Rick will always be remembered for his sense of humor, compassion,
unwavering generosity, loyalty, and gentle heart. The oldest of three children,
Rick often chose “the road not taken,” and lived life to the fullest. He was
courageous; an inspiration to those who chose an unconventional life, and a
respected pilot. Rick attended Mercer University in Macon, GA, Embry Riddle
School of Aeronautics in Prescott, AZ, and Flight Safety in Ft. Lauderdale, FL.
His travels took him throughout the United States and Europe, and he often
sent home videos of his trips narrated by hilarious descriptions of “his hard
life!” Recently Rick took his wife and daughter on a sojourn to New York City.
Another time, on Mother’s Day, he surprised his mom with a red carpet flight
to Key West for dinner and a sunset. These are the things that brought him
joy, and reflect the generosity and spontaneity that defined him. 



In addition to his parents, he is survived by his wife, Wendy, their daughter
Sydney and two adult children: Jackie Brazell (Michael) and Nathan Barclay.
He is also survived by his sister, Dr. Robin Groth Meade, (Lonnie), Orlando;
his brother, David Robert Groth, Maitland; sisters-in-law: Crystal Groth
(Donnie), Casselberry; and Amy Romero, Orlando; nephews: Spencer and
Max Meade, Cole and Thorin Groth, and several other nieces and nephews.
He is also survived by his Uncle, Col. William P. Vacca USMC (Retired)
(Susan) of San Diego, and their sons Patrick and Robert, also of San Diego. 

 In lieu of flowers, the family asks that donations be made to the Survivor Fund
for Groth family at Gofundme.com. An account has also been set up at Iberia
Bank for the benefit of Sydney Groth. Please make checks payable to Robin
Meade FBO Sydney Groth. They can be mailed to: Iberia Bank, 600 Wilkinson
St., Suite 100, Orlando, FL 32803. 

 There will be a celebration of Rick’s life for close friends and family at the
family home at 100 Ranch Rd., Winter Park, FL 32792 on Saturday, August
8th at 1PM. 

 Somewhere, a jet climbs effortlessly beyond the clouds, toward the heavens.
Our pilot smiles, and writes his name across the stars for all to see. He is
home.
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Suzanne Foglesong - November 07, 2015 at 02:18 PM

1 file added to the album Good Times

Suzanne - November 07, 2015 at 02:13 PM

1 file added to the album Good Times

Suzanne - November 07, 2015 at 02:11 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall



WE

RF

LS

RS

Wendy - October 26, 2015 at 09:17 AM

1 file added to the album Good Times

Rick Foglesong - August 12, 2015 at 08:34 AM

Having just learned of Rick's passing, I want to express my sincere
condolences to his entire family. While I hadn't seen Rick in quite
awhile, I always knew two things about him -- that he loved his
family and that he enjoyed taking life on his own terms. I'm sure that
continued to be true of him. Best wishes to you all.

Laura Ellis Sands - August 07, 2015 at 05:09 PM

My heart and love goes out to you all, Rick was loved as a friend by
many. May he watch over us and his memory fill our hearts with joy
of life and not of loss. Love you my friend.

Roy Starling - August 05, 2015 at 05:12 PM

This silences us all. Our hearts ache with you, Suzanne. 
 Roy
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Kelley Cunningham - August 05, 2015 at 08:27 AM

So sad to hear of this tragic news...we haven't seen Rick in many
years, he was always kind, fun and a good friend. RIP Rick, you are
now soaring with the angels! With deepest sympathy, Bruce and
Kelley Cunningham

Rhonda Scott Conte TPS'85 - August 04, 2015 at 06:47 PM

So very sorry to hear of your loss. 
 May you find comfort in God's grace and through the memories. 

 Prayers, 
 Rhonda Scott Conte


