
Richard 'Dick' Frank
Szymanski
October 7, 1932 - October 28, 2021

Richard (Dick) Frank Szymanski of Sanford, Florida, passed away at the age
of 89 on Thursday, October 28, 2021. Born and raised in Toledo, Ohio, he
raised his family in Baltimore, Maryland before settling in Florida. Dick’s
immense passion for sports and love of the game of football drove his adult
and professional career. 

 

At home he was the patriarch and center of his family’s world. He was
notorious for his tough guy attitude, but friends and family knew him better for
his soft and gentle heart. 

 

He was a selfless and devoted husband to Patty, enjoying travel and elegant
dining, especially fond of crab cakes and desserts. Father to Debbie and
Mike, always attending swim meets, ball games, and enjoying sled rides. 

 

He was lovingly known as ‘Pop’ to his grandchildren and great grandchildren.
They enjoyed countless hours at amusement parks, movie theaters, and malt
shops. 

 

Dick was All-American in high school football as well as All-City in basketball
and baseball. He attended the University of Notre Dame, played on the 1953
national championship team, started his freshman year and earned 4 letters in
football as well as his degree in business administration. Selected by the



Baltimore Colts out of Notre Dame in the 2nd round of the 1955 NFL Draft, he
started at center as a rookie. Dick was drafted into the Army in 1956, when he
returned to the Colts in 1957. A savage tackler, he helped the Colts win three
NFL championships in 1958, 1959 and 1968. For parts of four decades,
Szymanski served the Colts — first, as a Pro Bowl center and linebacker, and
then as a scout, coach and general manager — for a tenure unequaled in
Baltimore football lore. After he left the Colts he moved to Ft Lauderdale,
Florida and joined the NFL Alumni where he eventually became executive
director. 

 

Dick was predeceased by his parents Joseph and Helen Szymanski; brothers,
Thomas Szymanski and Robert Szymanski; sister, Mildred Kitting. He is
survived by his adoring wife of 57 years, Patricia Szymanski (nee: Kennedy);
daughter, Debra Hoskins; son, Michael Szymanski, and his wife, Karen;
granddaughters, Taylor Hoskins, Bailee and Gracie Szymanski, Shannon
Luongo, and her husband, DJ Luongo; great grandchildren, Mila and Eleni
Luongo; nephews, Joseph Kitting, Gregory Szymanski, Jeffrey Szymanski and
Gary Szymanski; nieces, Tammy Szymanski, Bob Szymanski, Diane
Willenbring and Lori Dresher. In lieu of flowers, the family kindly requests that
donations be made to the Alzheimer's Association (https://act.alz.org/, under
Donate check "Yes, this is an honor or memorial gift", Honoree Name: Richard
Szymanski) 

 

Memorial will be held on Monday, November 8, 2021 at All Souls Historic
Chapel, 800 S. Oak Ave, Sanford, Florida, at 11am. Reception to follow.
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Gerri Pacholski - January 12, 2025 at 03:51 PM

My husband just looked up and found Dick’s obit. Many moons ago
in Toledo he lived near us and was our favorite babysitter. He was
known to us as “Peaches”. My dad was his biggest fan and thought
the world of him and my two sisters and I always wanted him to
babysit. 
I just recently became interested in football and his name was in my
mind and that is why my husband looked him up. I’ve told many
guys over the years that a famous player was my baby sitter. Your
children had a marvelous role model. 
Gerri Pacholski from Belmont Ave in Toledo. 
I’m giving you my text as I’d love to know if you ever got this
message. 
Late condolences to all your family. 
937-951-0274

Barbara Jennings - November 07, 2021 at 08:25 PM

4 files added to the album Memories Album
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Scott and Jennifer Koenig - November 02, 2021 at 11:41 AM

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Scott and Jennifer Koenig - November 02, 2021 at 10:59 AM

Jennifer and I send along our deepest sympathies to Patty and the
family. Dick and Patty have, for years, been dear dear neighbors
and we hope the many wonderful memories we all have of Dick will
help us all get through this time.

John Call - November 01, 2021 at 09:38 AM

1 file added to the tribute wall



John Call - November 01, 2021 at 09:34 AM

To the Szymanski Family on behalf of the Jack Call (#25) Family. I
send our dearest sympathy of thoughts and prayers to everyone.
Our condolences to the Family. I am 

 honored to have met my Dad's teammate Mr. Dick Szymanski in
Dec 2018 for the 60th 

 Baltimore Colts Dinner and Reunion. They were a GREAT group of
men playing the sport 

 they deeply loved. 
  

Sincerely, 
  

John Call (Son)

John Call - November 01, 2021 at 09:26 AM

1 file added to the album Memories Album


