
Paul 'Rick' Burns
April 4, 1957 - September 26, 2019

Paul (Rick) Burns, 62, of Oviedo, Florida, peacefully entered eternal rest with
family by his side Thursday afternoon, September 26th, after a valiant battle
with Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis. He was born in Oneida, Kentucky on April
4, 1957 to Coy Burns and Ruth (Allen) Burns and is joining both parents and
oldest brother, Coy Darrell Burns in Heaven. Rick is survived by his loving wife
Jolene, his devoted daughter Chelse’, step-son Aaron, brother Randy and his
wife Bonnie, and many cousins, nieces, and nephews. 

 

After graduating from the Oneida Baptist Institute in Kentucky, Rick Burns
moved to Florida to begin his surveying career and has spent his last 30 years
as a Professional Surveyor and Mapper. He set up his own successful
business, Land-Tech Surveying & Mapping Corp in 1990. As Past President of
the Central Florida Chapter of the Florida Surveying and Mapping Society, he
was recipient of the “President’s Award”, “Surveyor of the Year” and numerous
“Exceptional Service” awards. 

 

Rick Burns was known as an “Oviedo Hometown Hero”, being very much
involved with earlier development of the city it is today. He invested countless
hours in its civic activities; Oviedo Historical Society, Chamber of Commerce,
and Oviedo Optimist Club to name a few. Rick demonstrated what a true
community servant should be. Rumor has it that he is the one mainly
responsible for today’s generation of the “Oviedo Chickens” that run freely



around the streets of Old Downtown. 
 

After marrying the love of his life Jolene in 2004, together they delved into a
passion of theirs; their own marriage ministry. They have encouraged
countless couples to strengthen and renew their marriages by placing God
front and center in their relationships. As active members of Oviedo City
Church (Northland Oviedo Campus), both Rick and Jolene have faithfully
served our Savior. Rick would most desire for everyone to know his faith in
our Lord and he shared it freely to anyone listening. 

 

Rick demonstrated his faith bravely while suffering from ALS (Lou Gehrig’s
Disease) these past 12 months. The progressive degeneration of the motor
neurons in him eventually caused him to lose the ability to move, speak, eat
and breathe. But through it all he remained anchored in the hope of eternal
life, patient in affliction and faithful in prayer. 

 

A short while ago, he shared the struggles he was already facing and what he
knew was yet to come. With a smile on his face that he was so well known for,
he shared with confidence that he knew God had a perfect plan in all of this
and he was soaking up the whole experience, good moments and tough ones.

Even as we miss Rick, we can celebrate his life well lived. He is fully healed of
his affliction and has been welcomed into the arms of Jesus with the words,
“Well done good and faithful servant.” 
Praise be to God!



Previous Events

Celebration of Life

OCT 19. 11:00 AM (ET)

Chapel at Reformed Theological Seminary
1231 Reformation Dr
Oviedo, FL 32765

Reception

OCT 19. 12:00 PM (ET)

Chapel at Reformed Theological Seminary
1231 Reformation Dr
Oviedo, FL 32765
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Ryan Rose - October 30, 2019 at 09:50 AM

RIP.

Mary Lou Andrews - October 06, 2019 at 04:20 AM

Rick touched so many of our lives with his quiet strength. I learned a
lot by knowing him. He was a giver and a light for many.

Lars and Gale White - October 01, 2019 at 03:01 PM

Gale and I are blessed to have shared time in the life of Rick and
Jolene. Rick served the Oviedo community in many ways and
always had an warm smile. He enjoyed community service having
served as President if the Historical Society. He was the master of
the grill and often served at large community events. He may be the
reason the current stock of Oviedo chickens roam the downtown!
We will miss Rick very much and know most of all he would want us
to remember his faith in God and the example Rick led.
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Paul Lai - October 01, 2019 at 12:24 PM

How can such a gentle man be such a fierce,
strong, stalwart in God's army, or candle that's
"snuffed" out continue to shine? One of those
"first will be last..." paradoxes in our faith, I
suppose! Rick's living testimony touched
innumerable lives, including mine. He walked the talk, and he fought
the good fight, both in health and sickness. You will be sweetly
remembered, Brother, and sorely missed.

Gena Paugh - October 01, 2019 at 12:09 PM

I only know of Rick through his wife Jolene, and was privileged to
meet him a few times at company parties. His faith, personality and
attitude through his journey is an inspiration to all. No matter what
life dealt him or any medical news he received, Rick always had the
biggest smile on his face and positive words to say. I'm sure he will
be missed by MANY

Del Seaman - October 01, 2019 at 08:29 AM

Rick's public service is well known...His faith in others and problem
solving are his more quiet attributes..His comfort to me upon my
wife's passing and help in keeping "art a part" of Oviedo will live on
in the many hundreds of students & teachers that would not have
had that experience without his help...His courage..strength and
most importantly..his Love will live in my heart forever....I am
blessed to call him ..My Friend..


