
Doreen Camille Cruz Brister
November 8, 1928 - July 22, 2023

Doreen Camille Cruz Brister passed away in her sleep during the early
morning hours of July 22, 2023. 

 She was known fondly as Doreen, Dee or Dee-Dee, depending on your
generation. Born on November 8, 1928, she was raised in Key West, Florida
as a proud third generation “Conch”. At the age of 21 she married the love of
her life, George Russell Brister, a handsome young Navy man. She quickly
adapted to the military life, moving seven times in the first thirteen years of her
marriage. From Lakehurst, NJ to Whidbey Island, WA it was a journey that
allowed her to see much more than her unique hometown. It also let her make
many deep and lasting friendships along the way. Her family settled in
Sanford, FL, their last Navy duty station. After George retired from the military
it was his civilian position that allowed her the experience of living in a foreign
port moving to Kwajalein in the Marshall Islands for two years in the 1970’s. 

 When George died much too early in life, Dee began the third phase of her life
working in a lovely little gift shop owned by two wonderful people. It was also
during those years that she was often called upon to be a very hands on
grandmother, a job she did willingly and with much love. 

 In 2006 she sold her home and moved to a different neighborhood to begin
the fourth stage of her life. She quickly made new friends and became active
in the community. She spent every autumn rooting for her beloved Gators,
Seminoles and Fighting Irish. And in those years she was thankful to have her
children become her caregivers when needed. She often spent her last days



sitting in her driveway talking to her neighbors and watching their lives as the
many older women of Peacon Lane had done during her childhood. 
Dee leaves behind her six children and their families: son George Brister, his
wife Mary and their two sons Rusty Brister, his wife Kadie Brister, and
Geoffrey Brister; son Randal Brister, his wife Linda and their daughter Nicole
Belong, her husband Tyler Belong and their children Brynn and Mason;
daughter Toni Brister Shannon, her husband Dr F Brett Shannon and their
three children Keely Shannon, Dr Brett Shannon, his wife Dr Colleen Shannon
and their children William, Lily and Clara, and Jim Shannon and his wife
Lindsay Shannon; son Joe Brister, his wife Jennifer and their children Noah
Brister, Tim Brister and Kevin Holmwood; son Martin Brister and his wife
Anne; and daughter, Laura Brister Day. 

Dee was an active member of All Souls Catholic Church for sixty years. A
funeral Mass will be held at 11 am on Wednesday, November 8th at All Souls
Historic Chapel, 800 S Oak Ave, Sanford, FL. Burial to follow at All Souls
Catholic Cemetery, 1825 W 25th Street, Sanford. 

Dee’s family would like to thank the employees of Advent Health Hospice
Care for helping to make her final days comfortable.



Cemetery Details

All Souls Catholic Cemetery

W. 25th St. and Hardy Ave.
Sanford, FL 32773

Previous Events

Funeral Mass

NOV 8. 11:00 AM (ET)

All Souls Historic Chapel
800 S Oak Ave
Sanford, FL 32771
(407) 322-3795

Burial

NOV 8 (ET)

All Souls Catholic Cemetery
W. 25th St. and Hardy Ave.
Sanford, FL 32773
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Kimbra L OKrinsky - August 14, 2023 at 09:32 AM

Kimbra OKrinsky lit a candle in memory of
Doreen Brister

Mary G. Stokes - August 02, 2023 at 12:16 PM

I hold fond recollections of dear Dee Brister...she was a shining
example of faith and determination. Truly a lady in every sense of
the word! May all her children and grandchildren gather peace in
this journey of grief... 

 Sent with heartfelt condolences.. 
 Mary George Stokes

SS

Sean Sharrow - June 15, 2024 at 12:11 PM

I was fortunate enough to grow up three doors down from Mr George
and Mrs. Dee and all of the Brister kids when they lived in Sanford. Mrs
Dee treated every kid in the neighborhood like one of her own. I really
missed her after she moved away. Mrs Dee and the other ladies that
lived in our neighborhood made it a safe place for all of us growing up
because they were part of a strong network of women who cared for
everyone around them. The world doesn’t seem to be like this. I know
Mrs Dee is up in Heaven having coffee with all the neighborhood Moms
like Mrs Robinson, Mrs. Smith, Mrs Hibbard, Mrs Weston, Mrs
Harrison, Mrs Miller and I’m sure many more from after she moved
away from Sanford. 

 I drove through the old neighborhood this morning and had great
memories of growing up and all the friends I had the honor of being
part of their lives. 

 Fly High Mrs Dee tell everyone I said hello.


