David W. Gretzinger

July 22, 1940 - January 12, 2022

David W. Gretzinger, 81, of Deland, FL, passed away peacefully on January
12, 2022, surrounded by his family.

Raised in Central Florida, Dave “Papa” Gretzinger graduated from Boone
High School and went on to Rollins College where he graduated in 1970. He
had a long career in the Space Industry as a Reliability Engineer until he
retired from Boeing. Although work and retirement took him to Houston, TX
and Eagleville, TN, after losing his wife, Doris “Mimi” Gretzinger, he returned
to Deland, FL to be closer to family.

Papa was a quiet man, he was adored and known by many in every
community he resided, sharing the bounty of his prolific gardens and tasty
home-brews and always going out of his way to help others. He loved
spending time with his large family, children, grandchildren, in-laws and
cousins-- all of whom will miss very dearly.

He is preceded in death by his wife Doris Mae Gretzinger, and stepson
Richard E. Kavanaugh. He leaves his loving children and stepchildren,
Michael Gretzinger and husband Vincent Russo, Atlanta, GA; David
Gretzinger, Casselberry, FL; Douglas Gretzinger and wife Natalie, Longwood,
FL; Ken Kavanaugh, Deland, FL; Michael and Pamela Kavanaugh, New
Smyrna Beach, FL; DeAnn Sheldon, Littleton, CO; Cindy Kavanaugh, Apopka,



FL; Flora Kavanaugh, Seattle, WA; sister-in-law Betty Guthardt of Deltona, FL;
along with many deeply beloved grandchildren, extended family, dear friends
and his pup George, who was lovingly adopted by son Michael and Vinny.

There will be a gathering for a Celebration of his life in the Summer of 2022.

The family of David W. Gretzinger invites you to leave a message of
condolence on the Tribute Wall created in his loving memory.



Tribute Wall

Papa -

Your contagious chuckle and warm smile will be forever treasured
by each of those who knew and love you. We miss you every day.
When | think of your time with us, | think of how your love for your
dogs and for gardening are true testaments of your nurturing heart
and desire to care for the more fragile things in life. Thank you for
never forgetting a birthday, and for always being there for our
graduations, holidays and weddings. You were and always will be
the best grandfather.

Alexa Hamelin - February 17, 2022 at 09:16 PM

Papa, we all miss you deeply. So many memories over the past
almost 40 years of sharing the chore of washing dishes after
Sunday dinners and tasks after tasks you helping me around the
house and farm. Perhaps of my favorites was all the help the horses
would give you, stealing your tools and nibbling your hair and
clothes! They loved you, too. Thanks for being such a good Papa

pamelakavanaugh6 - February 17, 2022 at 06:39 PM



32 files added to the album Memories Album

DeGusipe Funeral Home & Crematory - February 17, 2022 at 09:22 AM



