Laura Maria Forleo
November 12, 1953 - March 5, 2020

It is with great sadness that we report the passing of Laura M. Forleo on Thursday, March
5th after a long battle with kidney cancer. Laura was born on November 12th, 1953 in the
Brazilian city of Juiz de Fora located in the mountains about two hours northwest of Rio.
Her parents were Lydia and Moyses Oliveira now both deceased.
At 17 Laura won an American Field Service opportunity to become an exchange student
in the United States. Laura was placed in the small city of Salisbury, Maryland on the
eastern shore where she was embraced by her new American family. Thus began an
amazing long term relationship with Bill and Emily Briddell and their four children, Becky,
Paige, Donna and Bryan. This relationship was to last up to Laura’s passing.
After her year in America, Laura briefly attended university and then passed the
prestigious national exam for a position in the Bank of Brasil. She began a 20 year career
in the bank making lifelong friends among her colleagues. She married Cid Forleo and
gave birth to her son Marcio in 1985. In spite of their comfortable life in Brasilia, the
Forleos decided to come to America in 1995 to seek better educational opportunities for
their son.
Unfortunately after less than two years in America, Laura’s husband was diagnosed with
liver cancer and subsequently passed away, leaving Laura with a young son alone in an
often harsh environment. Embracing her long interest in health care, Laura studied
nursing at the Florida Hospital School of Nursing. She graduated with top honors and was
the first international student in the history of the school.
Laura spent the next 20 years in various nursing positions at Florida Hospital finishing up
her career as head of Care Coordination for the Urology Group in the Florida Cancer
Institute. Laura, having been raised in Brazil as a Methodist, became an active member of
St. Luke United Methodist Church in Windermere. She participated enthusiastically in the
mission efforts of the church. Missions was her passion. She said, “Mission brought me to
the church and mission kept me there.” She crowned her mission work with at trip to

Ethiopia with a Florida Hospital team.
Sadly Laura was diagnosed with kidney cancer at age 62. In spite of her illness, she and
Richard McFadyen were married on May 27, 2017. Laura and Richard were able to travel
widely to the Grand Canyon, Brazil twice, Colorado, Portugal and even Turkey with a
group of Brazilian friends from her days at the bank.
Laura loved movies, little children, especially little girls, parties, murder mysteries on TV
but most of all her friends. Her incredible smile and warmth enthralled all who met her. Her
glowing personality will be greatly missed.
She is survived by her husband Richard McFadyen, her son Marcio Forleo and daughterin-law Jacaklyn Forleo, step-father Wagner and her adopted American family the Briddell’s
.
Laura's memorial service has been postponed for the time being due to the Covid-19
Virus. Please return to our website at a later time for updated Memorial Service
information.
A memorial gift may be made to the Capital Mission Endowment Fund at St. Lukes United
Methodist Church, 4851 S. Apopka-Vineland Rd., Orlando Fl. 32819
The family of Laura M. Forleo invites you to leave messages of condolence on our Tribute
Wall.

Comments

“

My condolences to Richard, Marcio and Jacaklyn and the Briddell's and all of the
family and friends who are missing our dear Laura. Laura and I were co-workers who
became friends. We shared our lunches and our lives together. She became "Auntie
Laura" to my grand kids and celebrated each birth and all the milestones in their
lives. Our favorite conversations were about our sons as we only had one each and
the wedding both hers and Marcio and Jacaklyn was the highlights of her last years
working with me. Our friendship did not end when she retired but she found time
before chemo when she was well to meet at Panera and catch up and when a news
story was one for discussion and she was tired she would text me and we'd discuss
the world events, politics and religion were subjects we could share and no debate.
My fondest memory is when we were running around at campaign rallies and my son
accompanied us being taller helped navigate us through the crowd. Laura was
certainly a giver of her time, talent and finances. She would always support me in the
many community service projects and loved giving you a gift donation to the food
bank in your name. I have so many memories because at lunch she was not the
nurse but a wife, mom and friend. We talked so much about faith, family and friends.
She loved life and my heart breaks knowing that she is not here. She would have
loved to been discussing the events of today and checking on everyone. It would
take a book to write all the wonderful memories I have her my dear friend. Laura
knew no boundaries when it came to friends. My last communication with her was
about my grand kids playing in the mud..she said it was priceless and loved the
picture I sent her. Her friendship was "priceless" as well. I shall always remember
and be proud to have been one of her many friends. She made us all feel as if we
were the only one. R.I.P my dear friend and I'll remember "It's not my monkey" when
things get out of control. Love

Diana Ousley - March 22, 2020 at 05:08 AM

