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Cicero Greathouse [April 20, 1950 – October 16, 2019]
Cicero Greathouse, artist, poet, mentor, gentle man, and citizen of the world, died October
16 after a battle with cancer. He was 69.
Greathouse was a prominent abstract painter with studios in Orlando, FL and San Miguel
de Allende, Mexico. He was born in Fukuoka, Japan to a military family. Florida became
his home when his father retired from the U.S. Army and moved the family from
Heidelberg, Germany to Orlando.
After serving in the US Marine Corps, during which time he was wounded and received a
Purple Heart, Cicero returned to Orlando. He then pursued his lifelong interest in art,
earning an Associate of Arts degree from Valencia College and a Bachelor of Fine Arts
degree from Florida Atlantic University in Boca Raton. He was a prolific painter and his
professional history was broad. He exhibited his work widely in the Southeast U.S., in
Europe and in Mexico. His work is included in numerous public and private collections.
Greathouse drew inspiration from the vast Florida landscape and the coastal marshes.
“The landscape of Florida, specifically the river flats of the St. Johns River and the coastal
mangroves, has long been a reference point for my painting,” he once told an interviewer.
“I try to capture phenomena like a mirage over a pasture or the way light and color
shimmer over a highway — not in a representational way, but as a visual metaphor. The
painting is not the landscape explicitly but rather its allusion.”
During Cicero’s thirty-year career in art, he was the recipient of artist’s grants, locally and
state wide. His work was represented in exhibitions internationally and in the US. Although
not an architect, he designed several homes for himself and friends. Prior to his retirement
in 2005, Cicero was a Production Designer and Senior Art Director for Walt Disney
Imagineering.

Cicero Greathouse is survived by his wife of twenty-five years, Qurentia “Que” Throm.
A celebration of Cicero’s life will be announced for a later date.
A scholarship in the arts will be established in Cicero’s name at Valencia College, Valencia
Foundation, 1768 Park Center Drive, Orlando FL 32835.

Comments

“

As a young man, I spent many hours with Cicero in discussions of art, music,
spirituality, life and love. A truly unique and powerful man with glints of softness now
and then. A tribute to a unique friend. Rick

Rick Calkins - February 24 at 07:30 PM

“

Sending our sympathy to you Que and the rest of the Greathouse family. I worked
with Cicero on several projects while we were both at Imagineering. We would make
jokes and spend our days laughing while creating good work. He was such a great
person, did great things in his life, was loved and respected by so many, huge heart
and full of talent. I will surly miss that man. Please keep us posted as to when the
service is, I would like to pay tribute to his life.
Scott and Barbara Miller

Scott Miller - November 06, 2019 at 06:54 AM

“

Sending our heartfelt sympathy's during this time of your loss.
Love from Bryant Jr.'s cousins (from his father's side) that live in Alabama, Georgia
and Kentucky.
Carlene Smith

Carlene Smith - October 29, 2019 at 01:14 PM

“

Lamentamos mucho el fallecimiento de Cicero.
Tus vecinos que los recordamos mucho.
Rocio y Salvador. San Miguel de Allende.

Salvador Ojeda - October 28, 2019 at 03:48 PM

